Political Cartoonist for a Day
So what exactly is a political cartoon?  Well a political cartoon is an illustration or comic strip containing a political or social message that usually relates to current events or personalities.  Political cartoons can be very diverse, but there is a certain established style among most of them. Most use visual symbols and caricatures that average people will recognize and understand to explain complicated political situations, and thus sum up a current event with a humorous or emotional picture. Their purpose is to bring across a message to people and try to make the people think the same way.  
Your Job: Use what you have learned about the topic of Apartheid create political cartoon on the issue.

Your cartoons should make an argument either in support or opposition to the events depicted and use symbols to help convey meaning. Here are a few examples of symbols:

Uncle Sam for the United States, flags, dollar signs…

Caricatures of famous people:
Next to your cartoon, write a paragraph explaining what the cartoon means and why you choose to draw it as you did.





Rubric

	20 to 17 points
	16 to 13 points
	12 to 9 points
	8 to 5 points
	5 to 1 points
	0 points

	Historical Accuracy:
Accurately depicts the events in all three cartoons/explanations with no mistakes
	Historical Accuracy:

Accurately depicts the events in all three cartoons/explanations with minor mistakes
	Historical Accuracy:

Accurately depicts the events in two cartoons/explanations 
	Historical Accuracy:

Accurately depicts the events in one cartoons/explanations
	Historical Accuracy:

Limited historical accuracy evident 
	Historical Accuracy:

No accuracy in any of the three cartoons

	Evidence of Understanding Argument: All three cartoons clearly take a position either in support or in opposition to the event and historically accurate evidence is used to support argument 
	Argument: One cartoon lacks either a clear argument or evidence to support the argument
	Argument: Two cartoon lack either a clear argument or evidence to support the argument
	Argument: Three cartoon lack either a clear argument or evidence to support the argument
	Argument: vague and ambiguous arguments evident
	Argument: Not evident

	Symbols: All three cartoons contain symbols to convey the meaning of the cartoon and explanations are provided in paragraph
	Symbols: One cartoon lacks symbols or explanations
OR

One symbol is illogical despite explanation
	Symbols: Two cartoons lack symbols or explanations

OR

Two symbols is illogical despite explanation
	Symbols: Three cartoons lack symbols or explanations

OR

Three symbols is illogical despite explanation
	Symbols: Only illogical or vague symbols are present 
	Symbols: No symbolism is used making cartoons impossible to understand without extensive text

	Evidence of Understanding Explanations: All three written in paragraph form using proper grammar, explains both the meaning of the cartoon and the student’s thought process while creating it
	Explanations: One to two mistakes or omissions
	Explanations: Three to four mistakes or omissions 
	Explanations: five to six mistakes or omissions
	Explanations: seven to eight mistakes or omissions
	Explanations: no explanations provided

	Workmanship: Cartoon is neat, easy to understand and displays diligent effort.
	Workmanship: one or two parts of the cartoons are unclear and no explanation is offered in the paragraph
	Workmanship: three or four parts of the cartoons are unclear and no explanation is offered in the paragraph
	Workmanship: more than four components of the  cartoons are unclear and no explanation is offered in the paragraph
	Workmanship: Cartoons are messy, difficult to understand or display minimal effort
	Workmanship: Cartoons are impossible to understand



Expanatio:_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Total:_____________________/100________ 















